Evaluation of light sources and light guides for use in transurethral surgery.
An evaluation of the quality of light sources and guides was carried out in response to a demand that sufficient light intensity should always be available for transurethral procedures when bleeding occurs. A light monitor was developed for the rapid assessment of the source intensity and light guide transmission. A simple test protocol was also developed for routine assessment of the sources and guides and for evaluation of new sources and guides before purchase. The sources and guides were classified in order of merit and coded to permit the selection of those of the highest quality; this guarantees a satisfactory level of illumination during surgery.